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A Word from
Rabbi Sobel

BE STRONG
AND
COURAGEOUS;
NEVER LET
TORAH

FADE FROM
YOUR LIPS

It has been my honor to serve
Rabbi Sharon L. Sobel this sacred community over the
past three years. And it has been
my joy to lead together with you and the many volunteers
and staff who make Temple Beth Am the unique liberal
Jewish community serving this part of MetroWest.

continued on page 4

Thank You to Rabbi Sobel and
Letters from Our Incoming Clergy

OUR SYNAGOGUE IS A WORK IN PROGRESS.
THAT’S A GOOD THING!

EVERY PERSON WHO JOINS US, WHETHER AS A
CONGREGANT, TEACHER OR CLERGY, CONTRIBUTES
TO THE VISION THAT IS TEMPLE BETH AM.

Rabbi Sobel will leave at the end of June, going on to her new position at
ATPAC, and we wish her well, recognizing that she brought her own insight
and direction to our “work in progress.” On July 1, Rav Sam Blumberg and our
former cantorial intern, David Wolff (becoming Cantor Wolff on June 7), will
take the lead. We are excited to observe and assist them as they, too, bring change
and new ideas to TBA. We will soon announce dates for you to sign up to “meet”
our new clergy via Zoom. Please read their introductory messages to you, the
TBA congregation, as they prepare for the honor and responsibility of becoming
your clergy.

Wishing everyone good health,

Carol Hanover continued on page 3
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WEBSITE DONATIONS
Just a click away!

The TBA website can now accept credit card donations.
Please take advantage of this new capability on our website to
acknowledge the memory of, or to honor an accomplishment of a
friend or a loved one. Go to: www.tempbetham.org

GIFT CARDS

TBA is currently selling gift cards to Stop & Shop and a variety of
other national stores and restaurants. The cards are sold to you for
face value and 5% of each card purchased is donated to TBA, at no
additional cost to you. Gift cards make great gifts any time of the
year. Cards are available for purchase at the temple office by cash
and check only.

FUNDRAISING DINNERS

During the year, there will be fundraising dinners at area
restaurants. The temple receives a portion of all the sales.
Stay tuned for dates and times.

TREE OF LIFE
The TREE OF LIFE mounted on the wall of the of the temple
lobby is a favorite way for members to commemorate “simchas”
and honor family members and friends. Your gift of leaves ($300)
and stones ($1000) will support continuing growth projects in the
future. Pledge cards are available in the temple office.

SMILE AMAZON

You shop, Amazon donates 0.5% of the price of your eligible
Amazon Smile purchases to Temple Beth Am. Amazon Smile is
the same Amazon that you know. Support TBA by starting your

shopping at smile.amazon.com.

For additional information regarding our
fundraising efforts please call the temple office
at 508-872-8300.

Stu Sheinhait led a group of
die-hard volunteers working the
AFC Championship Game in
January, 2018. The group raised
several hundred dollars for TBA
selling hot chocolate. They also
got to watch the Patriots beat the
Jacksonville Jaguars 24-20!
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PLEASE NOTE:

Shabbat Services will be livestreamed on Zoom.
The link for services is https://zoom.us/j/4383365875.

A password is required for Zoom and the password is
Shalom|8. Please check Temple Beth Am weekly email
for any changes to the schedule.

FRIDAY JUNE 5, 2020/ 14 SIVAN 5780

SHABBAT EVENING SERVICE...........cccccceeeurrenne 7:15 PM
Saturday June 6, 2020 / 14 Sivan 5780
Weekly Portion NASO Numbers 4:21-7:89
Haftarah Judges 13:2-13:25

SHABBAT MORNING TORAH STUDY .............. 9:00 AM

PRIDE SHABBAT
FRIDAY JUNE 12,2020/ 21 SIVAN 5780

SHABBAT EVENING SERVICE.........cccccceceveeeennnneee 7:15 PM

SATURDAY JUNE 13,2020/ 21 SIVAN 5780

Weekly Portion BEHAALOTECHA Numbers 8:1-12:16
Haftarah Zechariah 2:14-4:7

SHABBAT MORNING TORAH STUDY .............. 9:00 AM
FRIDAY JUNE 19, 2020 / 28 SIVAN 5780
SHABBAT HALLLU SERVICE...........ccccovurrrrerunnee 7:15 PM

Chaggigat HaChomesh — the Festival of Fives
Anniversary Blessing
June/July Anniversary Blessing

The Mitzvah Basket is sponsored by
Steven and Jennifer Murga

Honoring Rabbi Sharon Sobel

SATURDAY JUNE 20, 2020 / 28 SIVAN 5780
Weekly Portion SHELACH Numbers 13:1-15:41
Haftarah Joshua 2:1-2:24
SHABBAT MORNING TORAH STUDY .............. 9:00 AM
MORNING SERVICE AND BAT MITZVAH....... 10:30 AM

Sasha Catalina Murga, daughter of
Steven and Jennifer Murga

FRIDAY JUNE 26, 2020 / 5 TAMMUZ 5780
SHABBAT EVENING SERVICE...........cccccveeeernnee 7:15 PM

SATURDAY JUNE 27, 2020 / 5 TAMMUZ 5780
Weekly Portion KORACH Numbers 16:1-18:32
Haftarah | Sam
SHABBAT MORNING TORAH STUDY .............. 9:00 AM
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Letters from Our Incoming Clergy

continued from front page

I hope that this note finds you and your
loved ones safe, healthy, and happy as
the world as we know it continues to
change. I am eagerly awaiting July 1st
when I will begin my tenure as Temple
Beth Am’s spiritual leader. Already I
have felt the warmth and strength of
this unique community, and I humbly
look forward to growing with a com-
munity that is proud of its history and
excited for its future possibilities.

I bring with me a love for Jewish
life and texts, as well as the core belief
that every individual finds their own
distinctive Jewish path that is most au-
thentic and true to them. At the same
time, I believe deeply in the value of a
community that stands by one another
through the good times and the bad.

Rav Sam Blumberg

This Fall I will be beginning my final year of rabbinical studies
at Hebrew College, where I will graduate next Spring with a mas-
ter’s degree in Jewish Studies as well as my rabbinic ordination. In
2012, after living in Jerusalem for three years, I completed a master’s
degree in Jewish Education through the Pardes Educators Program
and Hebrew College, after which I spent five years teaching Jewish
Studies to middle school students at a Jewish Day School in Portland,
Oregon. During my time in rabbinical school, I have served as the
rabbinic presence at Congregation Betenu in Ambherst, NH as well as
student rabbi at Temple Sinai in Brookline, where I have overseen teen
programming, helped prepare B’'nai Mitzvah students, led services, and
taught adult education courses. Last summer, I completed a unit of
clinical pastoral education, serving as a hospital chaplain at Beth Israel
Deaconess Medical Center in Boston.

While my roots are in Southern California, my wife Amalia hails
from Worcester, and we are fortunate to have her family close by as we
raise our four-year-old son, Zamir, and our two-year-old daughter, Sol.
With the warmer weather our family is enjoying spending more time
outside, gardening and birdwatching in the backyard.

While this pandemic has made a difficult and disruptive impact
on all of our lives — whether emotionally, physically, financially, or
otherwise — now more than ever we need to find ways to show up
and weather this storm as a community. In the coming months I look
forward to meeting you all, in whatever form that takes, and getting
to know the individuals and families that make up the Temple Beth
Am community. I am especially thankful to Carol Hanover, Sharon
Silverman, Howard Schwartz, and the whole Rabbinic Search Com-
mittee, as well as Rabbi Sobel who have helped me transition into this
new role and already make me feel so welcome. I am thrilled to have a
clergy partner in Cantor David Wolff, whose talent, enthusiasm, and
warm-heartedness are a huge boon to Temple Beth Am.

Lastly, I want you to know that I will be here for you. In celebra-
tion, in mourning, in commiseration, in uncertainty — I strive to be
an open and caring leader who will help this community be its best self
as we move forward in a time of so many unknowns. Thank you for
welcoming me and my family to Temple Beth Am, and I can’t wait to
meet you all soon.

In blessing,
Rav Sam Blumberg

I am called to serve Temple Beth Am
as Cantor and co-education director,
but my path to this calling has not been
direct. I spent the last decade work-

ing as a musician and music educator.
Below, I've described a few vignettes
about my past, so you can begin to
understand how I came to serve our
community.

I taught music in a low-income
public elementary school in Maryland
for 5 years. My job was 50% music
education, and 50% moral education,
teaching children how to be good.
Some of my students lacked positive
adult role models in their lives; parents
were either absent, abusive or distract-
ed. I recall a particular 5th-grader, Ran-
dy. For weeks, he was disruptive. During my planning time, I would
visit Randy’s classroom on the 2nd floor. I would ask him, “how are you
today? What are you learning about? What did you eat for breakfast?”
The questions I asked Randy were less important than the underlying
message; I cared about Randy. Eventually, I gained his trust, and he
became a model student, setting an example for his peers. I learned that
building relationships leads to effective teaching. The same is true at
our Temple Beth Am religious school — building relationships with
our children is crucial.

‘Almost Cantor’ David Wolff

I have a deep connection to Isracl. My grandfather, Gerard Daniel
(may his memory be a blessing), died two years ago, at the age of 101.
He grew up singing solos at his synagogue in Hamburg, Germany. His
mother hoped that he would be a cantor, but the Nazis cut his musical
and religious aspirations short. In 1936, he fled to Tel Aviv, where he
met his wife (my grandmother) on the beach. My mother, Miriam
Daniel, was born in then-Palestine in 1947. My grandparents emigrat-
ed to New York with their children, and, decades later, helped found
Beit Daniel, now the largest reform synagogue in Israel.

After college, I moved to Israel to connect with my family’s past.
I worked and lived in Tel Aviv, had Israeli flat-mates, made Israeli
friends, and studied Hebrew in Ulpan. I went to the beach and imag-
ined my grandparents meeting there for the first time. I took part in
a program called “Marva,” in which I went through basic training in
the IDF. I worked in a law office, and often sang at Beit Daniel, the
synagogue founded by my grandparents. My grandfather’s Jewish and
musical journey continues in my life.

Over Zoom or in person, I can’t wait to hear your unique stories.
I am so excited to share all of my passions — for teaching, for music,
and for Judaism — with Temple Beth Am!

Almost Cantor’ David Wolff

Meet your new clergy on Zoom!

SIGN UP DATES TO COME.
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Education Update

CLOSING TIME

By Rabbi Marcie Kamerow,
Director of Education

Here we are. My last Tebeam article. I can't
believe the time has come and how far we
have come together. I will share my own sen-
timents later on in this article as it has been
a busy May and I would love to share some
highlights of the past month.

On May 1, we held our annual Educa-
tion Shabbat service online. It was a beautiful
evening and our grade 5-7 students did a spectacular job. Thank you
to the TBA Board for being there and for their very thoughtful and
generous gift. This past Shabbat, we celebrated graduation of three
wonderful seniors (Fiana Herscovici, Madison Sherman, and Andrew
Steinberg). It was a beautiful tribute to the three of them and their
commitment to TBA. We will have Confirmation on Friday, May 29
via Zoom. I am sure it will be a very meaningful and moving ceremony.

Rabbi Marcie Kamerow, MJEd

As we approach Shavuot, the holiday that celebrates the receiving
of Torah at Mt. Sinai, I can’t help but think of all of the Torah I have
had the privilege of teaching and learning these past 5 years at TBA.
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I know that all that I have learned will stay with me and all that I have
taught will inspire our next generation of learners.

In writing this article, I dug through my archives and found the
very first Tebeam article I wrote in July 2015. In my opening paragraph
1 said the following, “As I write this article, I am in the midst of my first
week as Director of Education at Temple Beth Am. It has been a wonderful
week getting to know all of the staff; and many of the members of this holy
congregation. I have been encouraged by all of the support and warmth of
both the staff and the members of this community.” Looking back on that
statement, I think about how I could write the same thing today, and I
am so grateful for all of those relationships that I have developed over
the years. Thank you to this community for helping launch my rab-
binate and enabling me to grow and learn. Learning is a never-ending
process and I am proud of all that we learned together.

As I have said to my students, colleagues, and fellow members,
I want to say Lhitraot, (see you later) rather than a goodbye. I am ex-
cited as this community enters its next chapter with Rav Blumberg and
Cantor Wolff and I know it will be in good hands.

Wishing you all the best as you move forward on your own

journeys.

L'Shalom and Lhitraaot,
Rabbi Kamerow

A Word from Rabbi Sobel

continued from front page

I write this during the days between
Pesach and Shavuot. We learn in the Torah
at Pesach that every generation is responsi-
ble for teaching the story of our redemption
from Egypt to the next generation. We learn
that it is our obligation to see ourselves as if
each of us has personally been liberated from
bondage in Egypt. What does this mean for
us as a community? It means that we have a
communal responsibility to insure that each
of us knows and understands our history.
That each and every one of us knows that
our history is meaningless unless it points us
toward an envisioned future. The spiritual
life of our community depends on each of us
carrying out our responsibilities to the best
of our ability. God didn't just bring us out of
slavery in Egypt to relieve us of our bond-
age — God redeemed us so that we could act
as God’s hands and help others as well. Our
text teaches that God will be present in the
community’s midst only if everyone carries
their weight of the burden.

And we learn from our celebration of
receiving Torah at Shavuot, that it is our
sacred honor and responsibility to uphold
the covenant our people made with God at
Sinai so long ago in a way that is meaningful

for us today. Our envisioned future includes
a life of Torah, a life of connection to God, a
life of connection to community and a life of
connection to mitzvot — sacred deeds.

In my time here at Temple Beth Am,
serving as your Rabbi, it seems to me that
there are many people who truly understand
this message and live lives of 7vrah and Mitz-
vot. Many of you have aimed to carry out our
share of our responsibility for our Jewish life
here at Temple Beth Am with great love, de-
votion, wisdom, grace and dignity. Not to say
that the path has always been clear and easy
— but our working together toward a common
goal as always been at the forefront. None of
us could have done what we need to do here,
without people joining together, carrying
their share of the burden, adding their unique
contribution to our congregation’s life.

I will have an opportunity to thank
everyone on Friday, June 19, 2020 at my “offi-
cial” farewell Shabbat service (most probably
online, due to covid-19). I hope to see as
many of you as possible. If you would like to
stay in touch with me after I leave, you can
reach me at: rabbisharonsobel@gmail.com

Here is my blessing for Temple Beth Am
going forward:

May God bless this new path you are about fo
undertake, enabling you to learn, grow and

be strengthened. May God be with you, and
bless you with health and strength. May God
watch over you and shield you from harm. May
God bless this congregation with unity and
peace. Under the guidance of your new rabbi,
may a new era of learning and growth unfold.
May your community always go from strength
to strength. May you be inspired to live up to
your highest potential. May God bless you with
courage and the power to be bold and yet patient
at the same time. May you learn to listen and
work in partnership with others for the unity
and longevity of this sacred community. May
God bless the choices you make. May God bless
your efforts with success. May God shine on you
and through you so that you illuminate all those
you touch. May the days before you be filled with
rejoicing and celebration. May you be a blessing
to this world. And may blessings surround you
now and always. Amen.

Byedidut w'v’Shalom
— In friendship and peace,
Rabbi Sharon L Sobel

A
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President’s Message

Dear Friends,

I hope that this message finds you and all of
your family in good health, physically and
mentally, as we progress through the experi-
ence of this dreadful pandemic.

Judaism teaches that pekuach nefesh, or
“saving a life”, is a guiding principal that must
govern our actions, above all else. It is for this
reason that it has been decided that Temple
Beth Am will maintain social distancing,
while providing services, classes, meetings
and all other communications via Zoom or
other platforms, until further notice. Massachusetts Governor Baker
announced a change in regulations related to gatherings in houses of
worship, but the TBA decision stands. It is shared by all of the other
local synagogue presidents and rabbis with whom I have conferred, and
by the Massachusetts Board of Rabbis, among others.

Carol Hanover

I am happy to tell you that our Zoom services on Shabbat and hol-
idays have been well-attended. Zoom has allowed us to share our TBA
community with former members who have moved away, with those

Fiana Herscovici

WLl

Madison Sherman

AT 12z
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too ill or disabled to attend services in our Sanctuary, and with family
members and friends who would not ordinarily have been present at
events like a shiva, yizkor or high school graduation. Almost-Cantor
David Wolft’s Concert, for example, drew 233 devices, with multiple
viewers at most screens. And again, many of these viewers would not
have been able to attend or listen to the recording, without the aid of
technology.

If you have questions, just want to talk or need some help,
please reach out to Rabbi Sobel, to me, or to our office by phone,
email, or text.

Be sure to read the weekly emails that announce what is happen-
ing at TBA and include links for Zoom services and other happenings,
like our Annual Congregational Meeting that will take place (on
Zoom) on June 15 beginning at 7:00 PM. Also, mark your calendars
for June 19, Rabbi Sharon Sobel’s final Friday night service at TBA.
Rav Sam Blumberg and Cantor David Wolft will officially begin their
work with us on July 1. You can participate in a “Meet & Greet” for our
new clergy during the summer. Dates will be announced soon. Mean-
while, keep Zooming with us!

I wish you all good things, but especially good health,

Carol Hanover

Andrew Steinberg

Congrafulalions

HIGR SCHOOL GRADUATES
(lass of 2020
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APPRECIATION TIME

Thank you to the fabulous “Library Ladies” for their
assistance and devoted support, throughout the years!

ANITA CLYMAS, BETSEY GARFINKEL,
NORMA GOLDBERG, JANE KARP and
MARION WOLLMERINGER.

And many thanks to Ellen Jagher, who greets us with a

smile Tuesday mornings, and for her continued support.

You are ALL very much appreciated
for ALL you do!

Marsha Massey, . :
TBA Libravins The.L1brary is CIQSed
until further notice.

TBA
CARES

Your temple is here for you
whether in good times or bad.
Please let Rabbi Sobel know
what is going on in your life.
rabbi@tempbetham.org

ANNUAL MEETING

The Annual Congregation
Meeting will take place via Zoom
on Monday June 15, 2020 at
7:00 PM. Meeting notification

materials will be mailed to the
temple community. You will be
advised of the Zoom address and
the password. Looking forward
to seeing everyone.

£ Trustees, and Faculty
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The Pl’e:if Hebrew college
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CANTOR\AL ORD\NATlON
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Our ‘“Almost Cantor”’ David Wolff, who

has been a student at Hebrew College,

will become an ordained Cantor on Sunday,
June 7, in a Zoom ceremony. We will provide
a link to this as soon as it is available.

Under ordinary circumstances, TBA would
celebrate this milestone with David and his
family and friends, but right now, we will have
to settle for a delayed celebration. However,
there is no reason to wait to honor him with
a donation to the “Music Enrichment Fund”
at TBA. We are very proud to know that his
time as a cantorial intern at TBA was an
important part of his education, that will
serve him and the Jewish people well
throughout his career. And when we can

do so safely, we will PARTY!




